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CEO briefs political
parties on campaign
norms for Anta bypoll

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

JAIPUR: Anta Assembly by-elec-
tion in Rajasthan will be held on
November 11, 2025, with October
21 set as the last date for filing
nominations. According to the
schedule announced by the Elec-
tion Commission of India on
Monday, counting of votes will
take place on November 14,
2025.

Chief Electoral Officer (CEO)
Naveen Mahajan on Tuesday
briefed representatives of recog-
nised political parties in a meet-
ing at the Secretariat about the
election schedule and the Model
Code of Conduct (MCC). The
Election Department urged all
parties to ensure free, fair, and
peaceful polling while strictly

adhcrini to the MCC. tisements released in the media.
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Mahajan said that with the
announcement of the by-elec-
tion, the Model Code of Conduct
has come into effect in the con-
cerned revenue district. The offi-
cial notification for the by-elec-
tion will be issued on October 13,
after which the nomination
process will begin. The last date
for filing nominations is October
21, scrutiny will be held on Octo-
ber 23, and withdrawal of nomi-
nations will be allowed until
October 27, 2025.

Mahajan also instructed that
polling agents must be present at
least 90 minutes before polling
begins on election day for the
mock poll of EVMs.

He said that media cells and
district-level committees have
been formed in all relevant dis-
tricts to certify political adver-




m | WED,08 OCTOBER 2025

Tt EDITION: JAIPUR, PAGE NO. 1

T AT T HTTI S e

AT A, 99 qRIETE,

3l faen=RyT JUYATa B Ty
11 4R B! qdeH, 14 B! Teltonl

aw, 7 FFgA (TN wR):
e favra Hi2 W 30gAE #
ST A1 ¢ e § s e
A T F A AN & AT
11 Faa F Fa2A @ a9l 14
T 1 HAOE] L IROm i
f&u S| 77 9. 4 fauas
Fatene | H1 AWEE T
T & W% el 5 b

faen fratem sfus va
Foia2t Uearea oz a3 99
a9 7@ % T atrgE
13 HFZATF WA M, THEFA
&1 #ian fafa 21 s A A=
23 FEZET &1 T e 27

AFZAL T A9 A9H A T |
sian favma 1 2,27,563 WA
€, o 1,16,405 T4, 1,11,154
wfgard 3 4 A= qaaw wiHe
%1 9eA & fow 268 F7 790
m #

A1 Hie am faa i wiasnm
e 5 A1 212023 A WNEN F
9 9 W 5600 B v wai B
T A |3 AW WA 35 YA ]
3ftden 37 v & 43R H A F
qWET 2 ad, W 5 9 55
ufea #% Taen whRg €)1 g
[T AA TR R




Confusion
over Bihar’s
final voter list,
says SC, asks
EC to clarify

ANANTHAKRISHNANG
NEW DELHI,OCTOBER 7

SAYING THERE was “confusion”
over Bihar's final voter list after
the Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of electoral rolls, the
Supreme Court on Tuesday
asked the Election Commission
(EC)toclarify on the inclusion of
new names, and to submit
whatever information it gets on
those excluded by Thursday.

The two-judge bench,
presided by Justice Surya Kant,
was responding to submissions
by petitioners, including NGO
Association for Democratic
Rights (ADR), that the additional
3.66 lakh voters who were
deleted in the final list — in ad-
dition to the 65 lakh deleted in
the draft list — had not been
given individual notices.

The final electoral roll pub-
lished on September 30 has 7.42
crore voters. While 65 lakh
names were removed when the
draft roll was published on
August 1,another 3.66 lakh were
deleted during the claims and
objections stage before the final
list. Alongside, 21.53 lakh new
electors were added.

“You will definitely agree
with us (that) the degree of
transparency and access to infor-
mation, irrespective of individ-
ual rights, is part of an open
democratic process. There are
three lists now — the 2022 sum-
mary revision list, the 2025 draft
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list and the 2025 final list. From
the 2022 summary listand 2025
draft list, it appears there was a
65 lakh deletion, which you pub-
lished... and we said, whoever is
dead or has moved is alright, but
if you are deleting someone,
please follow the standard oper-
ating procedure. We also said
whoever is deleted, please put
up their data in your district elec-
toral offices,” Justice Joymalya
Bagchi, who was also part of the
bench, said.

“From that draftlist, you have
got the final list which appears
to be appreciation of numbers.
From 65 lakh (deletions), it has
gone up. So there is confusion,
may not be of a person who is
deleted but of the general dem-
ocratic process — that what is the
identity of this add-on. Is it an
add-on of the deleted names or
is it an add-on of new names.
There’s definitely add-on of
some independent new names
because they are new voters,”
Justice Bagchi said. “We make it
very clear that thisisinaid of the
electoral process that you have
started. So that the confidence in
the electoral process is fortified,”
he added.

On Monday, the EC an-
nounced two-phase Assembly
elections in Bihar - on
November 6 and 11, with the re-
sults to be announced on
November 14.

Senior Advocate A M Singhvi,
appearing for some of the
Opposition parties, said the EC's
final list said an additional 3.66
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lakh names had been deleted,
but nobody had got any notice
citing a reason, thereby denying
them the opportunity to appeal
against the deletion. “Least they
can dois inform,” he said.

Denying this, Senior
Advocate Rakesh Dwivedi, ap-
pearing for the EC, said “every in-
dividual voter who has been
deleted has been given the or-
der”.

“If you can give us (that)
these are persons who have not
been communicated, we will di-
rect them to communicate. Each
individual has aright toappeal,”
Justice Surya Kant told the peti-
tioners.

Advocate Prashant Bhushan,
appearing for ADR, said the SIR
exercise “was meant to clean up
the electoral roll but it has ended
up doing just the opposite...Of
course there were problems
with the list, but instead of clean-
ingitup, it hascompounded the
problem.” He contended that
there was total lack of trans-
parency, and the EC gave the “list
of 65 lakh deleted only when the
court forced it to”.

“Today they say 3.66 lakh
voters deleted due to objections,
but it has not given list nor up-
loaded the objections as re-
quired by the election manuals,
nor have they given anyone a
speaking order, which they are
required to, on their deletion, on
the basis of the objections,” said
Bhushan. He said there was a 7
per cent reduction in the num-
ber of voters after the exercise as
well as “disproportionate exclu-
sion of Muslims, women”.
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